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from their own scriptures. We shall consider hereafter the efficacy
of fasting as an aid to national progress, to the development of
national ideals and to the attainment of restraint over our passions
such as hunger, etc. For the time being, it is enough that we
observe an absolutely voluntary satyagraha hartal next Sunday in
the city of Bombay; we observe a fast everywhere and engage in
private religious devotion in a spirit of calmness and love. We
shall thereby add to our honour and speed Mr. Horniman's return.
M. K. GANDHI
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254.   LETTER TO J. L, MAFFET
LABURNUM ROAD,
BOMBAY,
May 5, 1919
DEAR MR. MAFFEY,
I thank you for your two letters and your telegram. Your
assurance has given me the greatest relief. It saddens me to hear
that the Viceroy had to give up his holiday, I hope, however,
that the strain has not proved too much for his health.
I enclose herewith some of my recent leaflets. You will
glance through them only if you have a few moments to spare.
I observe that Moulvi Rafiuddin Ahmed has suggested that
some definite reassuring announcement be made regarding Islamic
questions. What is an armed peace worth if it is not followed up
by real contentment and you will never have real contentment
unless Mahomedan sentiment is conciliated and Rowlatt legislation
withdrawn. Probably you know that Mahomedan women and
children too take the liveliest interest in the questions of Khilafat,
Palestine and the Holy Mecca.
Regarding the Rowlatt legislation, it may be argued that
agitators have poisoned the public mind, but whether such be the
case or not, the fact is that the public thoroughly distrust that
legislation and how can you withstand emphatically expressed
public opinion? What you see in India today is not a revolu-
tionary plot. I am not prepared to say that there are no men
entertaining wild dreams of revolution. But I do say that the